Steelhead

trout like

these juveniles
captured in
Trout Creek will
5 gain 15 miles

W of upstream
habitat with
the removal of
Hemlock Dam.

One big trout
in Trout Creek
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Snorkeler Kyle Marten and others try to net an elusive adult steelhead Monday in Trout Creek above Hemlock Dam. Fish above the dam were
heing moved downstream in preparation for piping the stream around the dam until it's demolished. The 20-inch fish got away.




By KATHIE DURBIN
Columbian staff writer

STABLER — The drama that
played out Monday in a drawn.
down tributary of the Wind
River turned inlo the ultimate
lish-thal-gol-away yarn.

The fish in question, a 20-
inch steelhead trout, lurked in a
miurky pool of Trout Creelk, part
al a streteh that is being drained
in preparation (o demolish Hem:-
lock Dam.

The 19308-em concrele dam,
buill by the Civillan Conserva-

| tion Corps; is being lorn down

| to improve habitat for a Lower
Columbia River steelhead run
that has been listed as federally
threatened since 19498,

Trout Creek was once PR
a natural faclory for pro-
duction of wild summer
ateelhead, with a thou-
sanc or more relurning
ench vear Lo spawn in ils
upper reaches, Bul the
dam with its: primifive
fish ladder blocked both
upstream and  down-
SiTEam PASSAEE, SEvere-
ly depleting the run. In
recent years, the number of re

1 turning steelhead has dropped
1o double digits,

For nearly a decade, the 1.5,
Forest Service has been laying
plans to remove the 26-foot-high
dam, which once stored water
for the irrigation of conifer seed-
lings at the nearby Wind River
Nursery and produced a small
amount of hvdropower. The For-
est Service nursery closed in
1997 an recent vears, the dam's
only function was to back up a
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shallow 16-acre lake popular
with residents of the Carson
area.

On July 1, the Forest Service
gol the go-ahead (o begin in-
stream work in Trout Creek o
“de-water” the constructon site.

But before the creek could be
drained, there was the matter of
removing its fish — mainly steel-
head fry and smolts, along witha
few resident trout, sculpins and
crawilads,

Begrinning late last week, fish
biologists and volunteers using
¢lectroshock wands captured
the fish with nets and carefully
weighed, measured and tagged
énrh one before trucking them
in coolers to a point
below the dam for re-
lease, Crews caplured
00 fish last week. Fish
relocation was sched-
uled to wrap up Mon-
day.

On Monday mom-
ing, four 250-horse-
power pumps began
sucking Trout Creek
inte  Z-fool-diameter
pipes al a poinl several
hundred yvards above the dam.
By midmorning, most pf the
créeh was flowing downstream
in the diversion pipes and spill-
ing into a canvon below the dam,
about a quarter-mile away,

But then a glitch in the plan
developed — in the shape of that
20-inch adult steethead. The fish
had arrived from downstream
and had eluded the nets. Biglo-
gists zpeculated that he — every-
one referred to the fish as “he”
— was hiding beneath a large
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berng moved downstream in preparation for piping the stream around the dam until it's demolished. The 20-inch fish got away.

Team preparing forda

| pauses to pursue a real lunker

loe Zendt of Yakama Nation Fishtrles, fmm left, Mark Duulns of the
LLS. Fish and Wildlife Service, and C

Service electroshock fish in Trout

fish are temporarily stunned, netted and moved below the dam.

stee] plate below the pumps.

The pumps were turned off
to avoid sucking the fish in. The
water level began to rise.

"This operation was nat sup-
posed to happen,” said Bengt
Coffin, the Forest Service proj-
ect leader on the 52 million
Hemlock Dam demaolition. The
project threatened to fall behind
sichedule.

Nonetheless, he decided to
deploy his crew for an all-out
mission to capture the fish,

A small army of biologists and
voluntiers fanned out along the
banks of the pool and atop big
sandbags set up to block fish
passage downstream. Others
were deploved upstream to hold
a long channelspanning seine
net.

Caoffin asked if anvone had
snorkeling  equipment.  Kyle
Marten, a fish biclogist with
the U.S. Geological Survey, was
summaned,

Coffin  then consulted with
fan Jezorek, another TISGS fish

. TS0

rrie Munz of the U.S. Geological
k above Hemlock Dam. The
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biologist,

“The easiest thing would be
o lower the water” Jezorek
said,

“Would the fish be atiract-
¢ to it or run from i?" Coffin
asked. “The pumps create a

DHAM, back pape

Study that says Snake dams don't stifle fis

By ERIKROBINSON
Coburmbian staff siriler

MNew research suggests that ocean-
bound salmon forced to pass eight dams
— including four on the lower Snake
River — appear (o fare oo worse early
in their life at sea than salmon crossing
only four dams on the Columbia River.

The lead researcher said the study
bolsters the case for leaving the Snake
River dams in place,

“The. farther out from Bonneville,

and therefore the later in time, the more
tenuous becomes the argument that the
Snake River dams are causing the poor
survival of Soake River salmon,” said
Dravid Welch, president of Kintama Re-
search Corp. in Nanaimo, B.C.

However, other fishery scientists
strongly criticized the report as severcly
lacking in scientific rigor, Similar criti-
cism dogeed a study last vear in which
Welch found comparable survival rates
for fish migrating the dammed Colum-

%

bia and the undammed Fraser Biver in
Canada

“The problems and limitations of these
Weleh analyses are so extensive as o be
pretty much unusable | said Michele De-
Hart, director of the ish Passage Cen-
ter in Portland,

“They've drawn some pretty strong
conclusions prematurgly from only one
vear of data,” added Howard Schaller,
project leader of the Columbia River fish-
eries office for the U1S. Fish & Wildlife

Service in Vanool

Welch argrues |
while not Hawles
a5 the first direc
smolts in the oces

The Pacific €
project is made of
cetvers T00 feet be
Tethered to anch
the coast ta the
lineup of sengors
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